
TURNING CONVERSATION INTO ACTION

Presenters:

● Professor Ben Mathews, Lead Investigator Child Maltreatment Study, QUT
● Professor Daryl Higgins, Director of the ACU Institute of Child Protection Studies
● Dr Divna Haslam, Senior Research Fellow & Clinical Psychologist, QUT
● Facilitator: Rani Kumar, Head of Policy and Campaigns, NAPCAN

In this webinar on Thursday 8 September 2022 the speakers shared some early findings
from the Australian Child Maltreatment Study (ACMS) about the link between child
maltreatment, specifically neglect and exposure to domestic violence (EDV), and clinical
diagnosable mental health outcomes such as Major Depressive Disorder and Generalised
Anxiety Disorder. The ACMS data shows there are clear links between neglect and EDV and
later mental health.

The theme for National Child Protection Week (4 - 10 September 2022)
was Every child, in every community, needs a fair go. The campaign
is based on the latest Australian research on how to frame the Core
Story for Early Childhood Development and Learning.

The following sheet provides links to resources and topics that were
mentioned in the above webinar, to help us turn this conversation into
action.

Key links:

● Recordings & Resource Sheets for the National Child Protection Week 2022 webinars
are available on the NAPCAN website.

● You can also find a summary of the webinar on the Australian Child Maltreatment
Study website, including links to the slides.

● Visit the Australian Child Maltreatment Study website for more information about the
process and results of the study. Today’s webinar is a preview of information, with the
full study findings to be released in 2023.
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https://www.australianchildmaltreatmentstudy.org/child-protection-week-webinar/
https://www.telethonkids.org.au/projects/HPER/core-story/
https://www.telethonkids.org.au/projects/HPER/core-story/
https://www.napcan.org.au/final-official-program-webinars-events-2022/
https://www.australianchildmaltreatmentstudy.org/child-protection-week-webinar/
https://www.australianchildmaltreatmentstudy.org/child-protection-week-webinar/
https://www.australianchildmaltreatmentstudy.org/


Additional information related to the topic:

● Current child protection data from AIHW
● National Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children aims to reduce child abuse and

neglect
● ACU: A public health approach to protecting children
● THRIVES public health approach: Training in parenting, Household economic

strengthening, Reduced violence through legislative protection, Improved social and
therapeutic services, Values and norms that protect children, Education and life skills,
Surveillance and evaluation

● Australian Institute of Family Studies list of helplines and online services for children
and young people

● Framing research from Emerging Minds shows that the way we communicate our
messages is important when talking about child mental health.

Media related to the content of the webinar:

● The Conversation: Research shows it’s harmful to smack your child, so what should
parents do instead?

● The Sydney Morning Herald: New data prompts call to abolish Australia’s ‘ancient’
smacking laws

● ABC: Childhood corporal punishment linked to lifelong mental health issues

For more information, contact:
NAPCAN Communications Manager, Helen Fogarty: helen.fogarty@napcan.org.au

Thank you for your commitment to ensuring every child in
every community has a fair go.

View more artworks about what a safe community looks like for children.
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https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/australias-welfare/child-protection
https://www.dss.gov.au/our-responsibilities/families-and-children/programs-services/protecting-australias-children
https://www.acu.edu.au/about-acu/institutes-academies-and-centres/institute-of-child-protection-studies/our-research/current-projects/a-public-health-approach-to-protecting-children
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27638242/
https://aifs.gov.au/resources/resource-sheets/helplines-telephone-and-online-counselling-services-children-young-people
https://aifs.gov.au/resources/resource-sheets/helplines-telephone-and-online-counselling-services-children-young-people
https://emergingminds.com.au/our-work/reframing-childrens-mental-health/
https://theconversation.com/research-shows-its-harmful-to-smack-your-child-so-what-should-parents-do-instead-186739?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2026%202022%20-%202358323518&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2026%202022%20-%202358323518+CID_4412583efc8be6094873dca9b28485f0&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Research%20shows%20its%20harmful%20to%20smack%20your%20child%20so%20what%20should%20parents%20do%20instead
https://theconversation.com/research-shows-its-harmful-to-smack-your-child-so-what-should-parents-do-instead-186739?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2026%202022%20-%202358323518&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2026%202022%20-%202358323518+CID_4412583efc8be6094873dca9b28485f0&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Research%20shows%20its%20harmful%20to%20smack%20your%20child%20so%20what%20should%20parents%20do%20instead
https://www.smh.com.au/national/new-data-prompts-call-to-abolish-australia-s-ancient-smacking-laws-20220908-p5bgcu.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/new-data-prompts-call-to-abolish-australia-s-ancient-smacking-laws-20220908-p5bgcu.html
https://www.abc.net.au/melbourne/programs/mornings/childhood-corporal-punishment-linked-to-mental-health-issues/13931720
mailto:helen.fogarty@napcan.org.au
https://www.napcan.org.au/art-activity-ncpw-2022/

