2018 Play Your Part Awards
for Inspiring Prevention Initiatives
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
These are the questions that NAPCAN is most frequently asked about the Play Your Part Awards.
The answers may help you to get a better understanding of the Awards and can assist in filling in the
nomination form. If you have any questions that aren’t answered below, please contact NAPCAN
directly – contact details are provided at the end of this document.
1. What is a ‘prevention’ initiative?
Prevention is an action or a set of actions designed to stop something before it actually occurs. In
general, prevention includes a wide range of activities aimed at reducing risks or threats to health
and wellbeing. For example: a lunchtime weekly walking group organised for sedentary office
workers can be seen as a primary prevention initiative for the prevention of obesity.
In the context of the Play Your Part Awards, NAPCAN seeks to identify and highlight initiatives that
focus on preventing child abuse and neglect. This means any initiatives that increase safety and/or
promote protective factors (see page 4, Table 1) within communities and families. Primary
prevention activities encourage positive supports for children, young people and their families to
increase the likelihood of children growing up safe and well.
The prevention initiatives can be from a wide range of fields (such as health, housing, education,
emergency services, cultural inclusiveness or the arts!), as long as they can demonstrate a
commitment to increasing the safety and wellbeing of children and young people thus reducing their
risk of abuse and neglect.
2. Who can receive a Play Your Part Award?
Any individual or collective can nominate for an Award, including those working in partnership with
others. The Play Your Part Award will be given to the actual initiative or individual(s) identified on
the nomination form.
To get an idea of the sorts of initiatives and individuals who are eligible to receive a Play Your Part
Award, you can read about previous recipients of the Play Your Part Awards at
http://napcan.org.au/ncpw/play-your-part-awards/.
3. Are there National as well as State and Territory Play Your Part Awards?
What is the difference?
Yes, there is the potential for both National and State and Territory Play Your Part Awards to be
presented each year, at the discretion of the NAPCAN Awards Selection Committee.
A National Play Your Part Award may be presented to individuals or initiatives that have – or have
the potential to have – impact on a national level. The initiative does not need to already be
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operating on a national scale – for example, it could be a local initiative from a small town in South
Australia but if the initiative can demonstrate its relevance and impact, it may be considered worthy
of showcasing at a national level.
This decision is at the discretion of the Play Your Part Awards Selection Committee, following the
receipt and assessment of all nominations. The National Play Your Part Award/s are selected from
the overall pool of nominations across all States and Territories.
State and Territory Play Your Part Awards recognise the most inspiring initiative/s or individual/s
who are nominated from that State or Territory in a given year. Nominations are only assessed
against other nominations from the same State or Territory.
If there are multiple worthy nominations, multiple awards may be presented.
4. Can I nominate myself?
Yes, but you will just need to provide two referees who can verify your achievements.
5. Can I nominate someone else for an initiative I’m not involved with?
Yes - but please confirm with the nominee that they are willing to accept your nomination.
Any person nominated, who works directly with children and young people, must have undertaken a
Working With Children Check in their jurisdiction. For any successful nominee we will request a
declaration regarding their Working With Children clearance, criminal history and consent for media
interviews.
6. What are the selection criteria?
There are no strict selection criteria but the Awards Selection Committee are looking for initiatives
that have a primary focus on:
● the prevention of child abuse and neglect, through the promotion of the safety and
wellbeing of children and young people.
Initiatives that are sustainable and can demonstrate the active involvement of children and young
people will have an advantage.
The initiatives that can best demonstrate to the Play Your Part Awards Selection Committee that
they are making a difference to children, young people or their families (in other words they have
some proof, findings or an evaluation that shows their initiative works) have a better chance of
receiving the award.
See also: Questions 1 and 2.
7. When will the Awards be announced? How will they be presented?
The awards will be presented in National Child Protection Week, 2- 8 September 2018. The Awards
are usually presented at an event organised by NAPCAN and partners, with a dignitary such as a
Minister or Children’s Commissioner presenting the Award.
Therefore, being showcased as a Play Your Part Award recipient is a unique opportunity to present
inspiring prevention work to key decision makers across the country.
All Play Your Part Award recipients, and their initiatives, will be highlighted through NAPCAN’s
website, social media and where possible through the broader national, state and local media.
8. Is there a prize or cash grant?
In 2018, thanks to our sponsors ‘Northhaven Private Wealth and the Lynes Family’, we have $10,000
available to invest in a project or projects with high potential. For more information, contact
NAPCAN.
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9. What if I have won an award for the nominated initiative in the past?
If the initiative or individual being nominated has been the recipient of a NAPCAN Play Your Part
Award or any other State or National Award within the last 4 years (after February 2014), based on
the same work that they are now nominated for, they may not be eligible for a Play Your Part Award
in 2018. Final eligibility will be at the discretion of the Play Your Part Awards Selection Committee.
10. What if the person I want to nominate is not part of an organisation but just doing something
on their own – are they eligible for the award?
Yes. Please see question 2.
11. Is only one Award given out per State or Territory?
The number of Play Your Part Awards presented each year is at the discretion of the Selection
Committee and will depend on the volume and standard of nominations. If in any given year there
are multiple worthy nominees, multiple Awards may be presented.
Alternatively, if in a given year there are no nominations received from a particular State or Territory
or the nominations don’t meet the selection committee’s standards - no Play Your Part Award will
be presented in that State or Territory for that year.
More questions?
If you are in need of support with completing your nomination, NAPCAN staff are happy to help fill it
out, just give us a call or send us an email requesting assistance.
Please contact Ally Kodet-Moran, Project Officer
Tel:
(02) 8073 3300
Email: ally.kodet-moran@napcan.org.au
Post: PYP Awards, NAPCAN PO Box K241 HAYMARKET NSW 1240
Web: www.napcan.org.au
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Table 1: Protective Factors
Common protective factors for reducing the incidence of child abuse and neglect
Ecological level:
Individual/child factors

Family/parental factors

Social/environmental factors

Protective factors:
•

social and emotional competence

•

attachment to parent/s

•

strong parent/child relationship

•

parental self-esteem

•

family cohesion

•

two-parent household

•

high level of parental education

•

self-efficacy

•

family functioning

•

knowledge of parenting and child development

•

parental resilience

•

concrete support for parents

•

positive social connection and support

•

employment

•

neighbourhood social capital

•

adequate housing

•

socio-economically advantaged neighbourhood

•

access to health and social services

SOURCE: AIFS, 2017; “Risk and protective factors for child abuse and neglect”
https://aifs.gov.au/cfca/publications/risk-and-protective-factors-child-abuse-and-neglect
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